
Lost in translation 
Stephen Gola believes the church has got it wrong when it comes to the “sin” of divorce 
by Vince Darcangelo, in Boulder, Colorado 
 
 
Stephen Gola is not big on political labels, but when it comes down to it, he has always 
thought of himself as a conservative. Born in 1956 in Wilkes-Barre, Penn., one of six 
children, he grew up with what he calls a “passion for God,” though perhaps lacking the 
devotion he would have in later years. He became a born-again Christian at age 20, while 
serving in the military, and has been active in the church ever since. So he was taken 
aback when a female co-worker called him a liberal. 
 
Gola, a certified electrician, was wiring a new Pennsylvania senior high school, and while 
at break he was discussing the topic of divorce with his co-workers. He expressed his 
belief that divorce, contrary to the long-accepted opinion of scholars and preachers, was 
not in fact a sin. That’s when his female co-worker asked, “Are you a liberal?” 
 
“I thought about it. I said, ‘I guess in a way I am,’” Gola says with a smile. “I had to go 
back on my own teachings and say, ‘It is pretty liberating, isn’t it.’” 
 
You could trace the roots of this encounter back to 1976, when magician Andre Kole 
delivered the message of Jesus to a young Gola. Or to 1979, when a new acquaintance in 
Bible study said, “The Lord has called you as a prophet and teacher.” Or to 1991, when 
his first wife was killed in an auto-pedestrian accident and Gola was forced to raise their 
four sons on his own. 
 
But it was in 1992 that Gola’s life was changed forever. As he tells it, he was simply 
walking from his family room to his kitchen when he heard the voice of God. The voice 
said, “Son, sit down. I want to teach you about divorce.” 
 
Gola thought about it for a second, then grabbed a notepad and Bible tools and took a 
seat. “I put a pen to the paper and said, ‘Lord, I’m ready,’” he says. 
 
He would write and study passionately for the next three years, often for eight hours a 
day. Then in 1995, he set the manuscript aside. Though many of the passages were 
finished, his education was not. “It took almost three years to write it,” Gola says. “It 
took nine years to develop the author.” 
 
In 2002, he revisited the manuscript, and in 2003, after tying up some loose ends, Gola 
published Divorce: God’s Will? The Truth of Divorce and Remarriage in the Bible for 
Christians. That same year, he built the Web site DivorceHope.com, which includes 
much of the text of the book as well as numerous other articles Gola has written. The 
topics range from scriptural research to spiritual-based self-help, bearing titles such as 
“The Marriage Institution is Never Greater Than the Marriage Partners,” “Divorce and 
Remarriage: Staying in a Bad Marriage for the Wrong Reasons” and “Can Divorced 



Christians Remarry? Absolutely.” Gola says his message is indeed liberal—in the most 
literal sense of the word. 
 
“When you know the truth about something, it makes a difference in your heart,” he says. 
“The power of that truth, since it comes from the Lord—truth as a person, not a 
philosophy—people are literally liberated right there. No more baggage. No more guilt.” 
 
What is this liberating truth? That the church has misinterpreted God’s opinion of 
divorce, placing the institution of marriage above the individuals within the marriage, and 
that God doesn’t hate divorce per se, but the motives behind it. In other words, “divorce 
is not a sin in itself—never has been. Neither is it a sin for a divorced person to remarry,” 
he says. “It’s sin that causes divorce.” 
 
This statement, while perhaps controversial to Biblical scholars and fundamentalist 
followers, doesn’t seem particularly jarring. Though divorce is still commonly accepted 
to be a sin, it’s also become more acceptable in practice. According to a 2004 study 
conducted by the Barna Group, born-again Christians are just as likely to have 
experienced divorce as the non-born-again population, be they non-born-again Christians, 
people of other faiths or atheists and agnostics. Thirty-five percent of born-again 
Christians have experienced a divorce, the Barna Group reports, and 23 percent have 
been divorced two or more times. The study also asked respondents if they thought 
divorce without adultery was a sin. Only 31 percent felt that it was. 
 
So if Christians are getting divorced at an average rate, and the majority of them no 
longer believe that divorce without adultery is a sin, then what is the function of Gola’s 
book? 
 
“It’s to bring about change by restoring the lost truth of divorce and remarriage,” Gola 
says. “Many who have found themselves in abusive or bad marriages—whether 
Christians or not, instinctively know that God does not want them in that situation. For a 
person to stay in a situation like that, they have to embrace a non-truth as being ‘the’ 
truth. And many have done just that. The church leadership has been slow to learn these 
Biblical truths, but that is why the Lord wanted the book written and Web site built—to 
restore these lost truths to the church. 
 
“People are gonna divorce no matter what. And if they stay in a bad marriage because of 
a misplaced value or a non-truth, it will make the marriage worse,” Gola adds. “All 
you’re doing is trying to strap down this volcano that’s going to explode so that it looks 
better on the outside. It hurts the children. It hurts everybody.” 
 
If divorce is a sin, then God himself was divorced, Gola says, referring to the passage in 
(Jeremiah 3:8?), which reads: “And I saw that for all the adulteries of faithless Israel, I 
had sent her away and given her a writ of divorce.” The passage refers to God’s divorcing 
of Israel due to Israel’s worship of other gods. 
 



“We know that for God to be God that He cannot sin. Therefore His divorce had to be a 
‘righteous act.’ And so are divorces ‘righteous acts’ of many others,” Gola says. 
 
While DivorceHope.com contains articles on why divorce isn’t a sin, it also has 
numerous articles dispensing relationship advice, links to marriage seminars and 
relationship enrichment and features an extensive list of Christian-based marriage 
counselors. “We end up saving more marriages,” Gola says. “Many times divorce is not 
the answer, but just learning how to love your spouse is.” 


