
http://www.dailycamera.com/books/ci_13140644#

Page 1 of 4 May 25, 2014 01:46:44AM MDT

Local mavens of the macabre take centerstage at Horrorfest
Vince Darcangelo Boulder Daily Camera
Posted:Thu Apr 17 09:54:00 MDT 2008 DailyCamera.com

Now in its 32nd year, Denver's Starfest -- an annual gathering of science-fiction enthusiasts and
celebrities that has featured such icons as Leonard Nimoy -- is the place to be for area sci-fi fanatics.

The event draws upward of 8,000 would-be space cowboys to the convention each year. But take a wrong
turn at this year's Starfest, which starts tonight and runs through Sunday at the Denver Marriott Tech
Center, and you'll find yourself in a much darker place, where ray guns and spaceships are exchanged for
chain saws and haunted cabins.

For the past 11 years, Horrorfest -- a smaller, horror-related convention-- has taken place within Starfest,
featuring horror writers, actors, filmmakers and even the occasional ghost hunter. Initially consisting of
one room showing horror films, this convention within a convention has expanded to take over an entire
wing of the hotel.

"It's grown every year and taken on a life of its own," says Kathy Josey, director of Horrorfest.

And while there is a lot of crossover between horror and sci-fi fans, Josey says the event has attracted its
own following.

"In the last two or three years we've seen people just coming for Horrorfest. We're starting to draw our
own crowd," she says.

The convention is still part of Starfest (as is the convention's Gamefest, which is dedicated to video
games), but it features its own programming. This year's Horrorfest includes two film premieres ("Attitude
for Destruction" and "Summer School") and a generous lineup of screen celebs, including Jonathan
Tiersten, who starred in the 1983 cult classic "Sleepaway Camp."

"I was amazed by the hugeness of it," Tiersten says of last year's Horrorfest, which was his first.

"Sleepaway Camp" is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year, and a sequel featuring Tiersten and the
original director is finished and rumored to be a 2008 release.

Following the release of the film, Tiersten moved from his native New York to Colorado. He now lives in
Fort Collins and fronts the local band Ten Tiers, which plays all along the Front Range.

Ten Tiers will play tonight as part of the convention's Terror Tavern, a charity musical event and
horror-themed raffle benefiting the Diana Price-Fish Cancer Foundation.

His musical performance at Horrorfest gives Tiersten's fans a chance to see his current passion, although
he has come to embrace his slasher-film past.

"I used to deny I was in it, but not because I was ashamed of the movie," Tiersten says. "It was a
personal, self-esteem issue. That's not all I was ever going to be known for."
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Tiersten also wrote the musical score for the film "Demption," featuring members of the hit TV program
"NUMB3RS," which will screen at Horrorfest.

Tiersten won't be the only locally based maven of the macabre in attendance. Three local horror authors --
Carrie Vaughn, Mario Acevedo and Lynda Hilburn -- will also be on hand to sign books and serve on
panels.

Vaughn, who lives in Boulder, will discuss her new novel, "Kitty and the Silver Bullet," the fourth in a series
involving a Denver-based werewolf who hosts her own radio program.

"She's a werewolf, and she starts a talk-radio advice show dedicated to the supernatural," Vaughn says.

"I decided if there really were werewolves and vampires in the modern world, they'd need their own advice
show," she adds with a laugh. "Dr. Laura just wouldn't be able to handle their problems."

"Kitty and the Silver Bullet," released in January, reached No. 20 on the New York Times Bestseller list for
mass-market paperbacks, and Vaughn is contracted to write at least three more books in the series.

"It's a really fun character, a fun world," she says.

Her books don't exactly qualify as straight horror, as they contain healthy doses of humor and what is
described in literary circles as urban fantasy.

"My books cross a lot of different genres. I don't think of myself as just a horror writer," says Vaughn, who
will participate on the panel "Why Are Horror Characters So Stupid?" on Saturday. "Horror can cover a
very wide set of arts and genres. It's suspense, not just hack-and-slash blood and guts."

The same goes for the other authors.

"Lately, there's been a lot of blending of the genres. It's become more expansive," says Acevedo, author
of a series featuring vampire detective Felix Gomez. "In the past, vampires and werewolves would have
been the horror. But now they're the protagonists; they're the good guys."

His third novel, "The Undead Kama Sutra," came out in March, and Acevedo, who will host the panel
"Plotting Your Novel," is contracted for at least two more installments, beginning with next year's "Jailbait
Zombie."

Another change has been the influx of female authors to the genre, and one needs look no further than
Vaughn and Hilburn.

Hilburn, who will speak on the "Vamp it Up -- All Things Vamp" panel, published her first book, "The
Vampire Shrink," in 2007. It was inspired by her day job as a Boulder-based psychotherapist.

"I have a lot of clients who deal with fantasy-type elements blending into their real life," Hilburn says. "I
thought it'd be interesting to think, 'What if a real vampire walked into my office wanting therapy?'"

Her second novel, "Dark Harvest," (a sequel to "The Vampire Shrink"), will be published in October.

While some of the content at Horrorfest is intended for mature audiences, Josey says the festival caters to
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all ages, such as Saturday's Kreep Kids Krafts.

"We always try to have something going on that's kid-friendly," she says.

Tonight's opening also features a poker tournament and a midnight showing of the "Rocky Horror Picture
Show." Weekend attractions include rooms devoted to independent horror cinema and obscure horror
films, including a number of European flicks, and panels dedicated to horror gaming and terror trivia.

Among the convention's most popular attractions are the panels featuring members of the Rocky
Mountain Paranormal Research Society (RMPRS), including a paranormal game show in the vein of
"Jeopardy!"

The RMPRS investigates alleged hauntings in the Rocky Mountain region, often debunking them with a
scientific explanation. The group runs a panel discussing the organization's work, which usually elicits
intelligent queries due to the speculative nature of the average festivarian, says Bryan Bonner, one of the
founders of the RMPRS.

"It's an interesting crowd," he says. "You're looking at a bunch of people going to a Star Trek convention.
They can actually think. You've got some science geeks there."

Horrorfest offers something for every fear fanatic, but the festival's greatest appeal could very well be the
escapism afforded fans of all things macabre.

"In the real world we have to pretend that we're normal," Hilburn says. "It's just so much fun to lose
yourself in that fantasy environment for the weekend and to meet other people who enjoy horror and
paranormal."
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