
Fear and Lycanthropy in Denver 

Colorado authors provide a weekend of scares and escapism at HorrorFest 

by Vince Darcangelo 

 

Each spring, StarFest—a three-day celebration of the ghoulish and intergalactic—offers reprieve 

from the daylight world. The Denver Marriott Tech Center becomes a playground/safe house for 

roughly 8,000 authors, gamers and aficionados of the fantastic to play-act and party unfettered. 

 

This year, kicking off just days after the Boston Marathon bombing, the escapism was more 

important than ever. 

 

“As a mortal, you feel so helpless when you see things going on around you that you can’t 

understand,” said writer and HWA member Jeanne C. Stein, author of the Anna Strong ficion 

series. She was signing books and greeting fans at HorrorFest, one of the mini-conventions that 

makeup StarFest (there are also cons for gaming, digital arts and even robots). 

 

In Stein’s books, Strong, a bad-ass bounty hunter turned vampire, is conflicted between the 

values of the living and the urges of the undead raging within her. In the series, which began 

with 2006’s The Becoming and reaches volume nine, Blood Bond, in August, Anna defends the 

powerless and battles foes both existential and supernatural. 

 

Stein described the series as a “kind of wish fulfillment,” and that in the aftermath of the 

marathon attack many readers will turn to fantasy. 

 

“It’s a sense of comfort and release, even if it’s in the fiction world, that can do some good,” 

Stein said. “You want someone to come down and save the world. It’s not possible, but you can 

retreat, for a time, to a place where it is.” 

 

Mark Everett Stone, author of Things to Do in Denver When You’re Undead (2011) and I Left 

My Haunt in San Francisco (2013), was also signing books. He said escapism is the primary 

reason people read paranormal fiction. 

 

“My role as an author [is] to entertain, to bring a little joy, fun and mystery into a person’s life, if 

possible… to entertain with my prose and hope people are happy with the result,” he said. 

 

His well-traveled protagonist, Kalevi Hakala, an agent for the Bureau of Supernatural 

Investigation, has battled otherworldly forces in Denver, Frisco and Vegas, and upcoming 

installments of the popular series will be set in Chicago, Omaha and St. Louis, with plenty more 

to come. 

 

HWA member Mario Acevedo, author of the Felix Gomez vampire detective mysteries, was 

also at the HorrorFest signing. The first book in his series, The Nymphos of Rocky Flats (2006), 

introduced a Gulf War veteran who had been turned into a vampire in Iraq. Felix was inspired by 

Acevedo’s own experiences as a soldier during Desert Storm. He later worked at Rocky Flats (a 

former nuclear weapons production facility north of Denver) and has the distinction of being the 

only vampire novelist required to have his manuscript declassified prior to publication. 



 

His books contain elements of the dark and supernatural, but also a fair amount of levity, such as 

an outbreak of nymphomania, which was the premise for the first novel. Follow-ups include X-

Rated Bloodsuckers, Jailbait Zombie and The Undead Kama Sutra. 

 

“On the front burner, I’m going to finish book number six and tie up some loose ends with 

[Felix],” Acevedo said between signing autographs and chatting with fans. “But not all of them.” 

Felix goes galactic for the next book in the series, Rescue from Planet Pleasure, which is slated 

for release later this year. “Felix has to go to outer space to rescue his vampire friends,” he said. 

 

The HorrorFest signings were hosted by Ron and Nina Else, proprietors of Who Else! Books in 

Denver. “We come here to support the local horror authors,” said Ron, who started the bookstore 

as something to do in retirement. 

 

He set up shop in the corner of the HorrorFest authors’ room, half-concealed by books on racks, 

in stacks and piled in boxes. Most all of the books were by local talent, of which there is plenty. 

“[Denver’s] quite an enclave of science fiction, fantasy and horror authors,” said Nina. “It’s big 

and flourishing. 

 

“It’s all about relationships,” she added. “We’re really committed to our local authors.” 

The support is mutual. When it first opened, 15 years ago, Who Else! was part of the legendary 

Denver Book Mall—a collective of independent bookstores near the state capitol. When the 

collective shut down in 2009, the Else’s and others started a new one, the current Broadway 

Book Mall, not far from the original location. Part of their ongoing success they attribute to the 

support of local and nationally touring authors supporting indies in general and Who Else! 

specifically. 

 

“The writing community has been so supportive of us,” Nina said. “I still get choked up thinking 

about it.” 

 

One of their biggest supporters, and vice versa, is best-selling author Carrie Vaughn, whose 

long-running series featuring werewolf Kitty Norville is a regular on the best-seller list. 

 

Set in Denver, Kitty hosts a radio call-in show for supernatural beings, ascends the ranks of her 

pack and battles otherworldly creatures in America and Europe. The latest in the Kitty series is 

Kitty Rocks the House, released March 26, and the next installment, Kitty in the Underworld, 

drops in July. 

 

Vaughn’s Saturday book-signing packed the authors’ room, and Sunday’s crowd, though smaller 

(HorrorFest attendees were a bit groggier on Sunday), was just as passionate. A group of girls 

approached for autographs, and one of them said that Vaughn had inspired her to be a writer. 

 

“These interactions are always great,” Vaughn said. “This is a chance for people to come and 

talk about the things they love.” 

 



She also spoke on a few panels, but it wasn’t long ago, she recalled, that she was sitting in the 

audience listening to her favorite writers. 

 

“I’ve been coming to these as a fan for years,” Vaughn said. “There are a lot of aspiring authors. 

I know from experience that it’s really good for them to talk to authors.” 

 

HorrorFest is equal fun for the authors. 

 

“That’s where we can go to get our geek on,” Stone said. “To celebrate the things we, as fans, 

think are cool. Plus, it’s like a three-day party with no bedtime. How could you not like that?” 


